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SESSION 1

i CONVERSATION
ON WALKING

WITH GOD

THE PURPOSE OF THI5 CONVERSATION
As your group comes together to journey through
A Conversation on Walking with God, it will pro-
vide them with an opportunity to see Jesus afresh,
to stir up a greater passion to know and experi-
ence God as well as allow them to pursue Him in

such a way that they too can begin “to see the

world through His eyes”.
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"I can remember when I

woke up one Sunday

morning and I could not
preach the ten page man= 1‘
uscript I'd worked all
week one I was just out of ite And I
walked down into the village square in
Winnetka, I1linois, and it was 5:00 in
the morning, and I had
all the words and
none of the music.
And I didn't know
what I was going to
do. I had to preach at
9:30 and I had to get

ready, but I was out of

-

ite And I saw a man sit=

ting on a park bench,

and the closer I got, I
realized I knew him.
_______ J And it was Harold
Devries of the Winnetka Bible Church
and I said, "Harold, what are you doing
up so early in the morning?" He said, "I
can't preach." He showed me his Bible
with his notes and he said, "I just am
out of it." I said to my desperate friend,
"Harold, if you'll pray for me, I'11 pray
for you." So there at 5:30 in the morning,
I got on my knees and Harold put his
hands over on my shoulders and prayed

for me, and then I did the same for him,

<3

and on Sunday afternoon he called me
and he said, "Lloyd, we've got to do this
every Sunday morning." We got together
on Tuesday mornings and soon every pas=
tor in that community was in this fel=
lowship group and we'd spend a half
hour sharing our needs and then a half
hour studying the Scriptures and then
praying for each other. And all through
the years, in every parish, God has
given me a fellowship of trusted broth=-

ers and sisters."
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T'5 GET 5TARTED

For the next eight weeks we'll start with a brief discussion about the closing question of each session.
ecause this is our first time together, I thought it might be interesting for us to get to know each other a

little by describing your “walk with the Lord”. Let’s face it....it seldom is a perfect relationship...it seems
some day’s we're lagging behind Him...others, it seems we're waiting on Him to catch up with us! Then
there are those seasons where it is just simply wonderful...where God is so close, you feel His
presence...you understand His words. ..

Let’s go around and just briefly describe a little where you are right now. No right or wrong
answers...it’s just us...all walking together in the next eight weeks getting to know a gracious God in more
meaningful ways.

Let’s start here...and just go around...then we'll get into this first session.

SON 5ET-UP

nk you for sharing this so openly and early in our journey. There is a lot more to talk about for sure.
This first DVD program has one unique feature and that is the host will introduce each of these

“fathers” to us at the beginning of this first program. This will add 3: 40 to this first session. You might feel

that Dr. Blackaby is not present in the larger group. That is correct. He had a prior commitment that could

not be changed so we wove him in via our ‘solo sessions’ like you'll see with each of the other men as well.

=NING PRAYER

s we have welcomed one another to this journey, now let us together ask the Lord to join us and direct
not only our minds as we learn, but our hearts as we seek His Presence. Let’s pray.
(Leader prays, but in the following gatherings he/she may ask other members to do so, with proper

notice.)

Y DVD #i, PROGRAM #1
“Welcome” / “Meeting the Fathers” (Run time: 3:40)

“A Conversation on Walking with God” (Run time: 31:40)
See pages 70-71 for Technical Tips & DVD Assistance
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THE-DVD

@ “I saw the world through
Jesus’ eyes.” (WP)

@ “I think women could trust
themselves around Jesus com-
pletely. The woman washing His
feet with her hair was not afraid
of exploitation. Strong men
would respond to Him and
pledge themselves to Him and

children would come to Him.”

(JH)

@ “You have to come to know
Him and then you have to let
Him reveal himself. And how He
reveals Himself and in what direc-

tion is an indicator of what He
has in mind for your life.” (HB)

@ “Christ is prevenient, and the

word means to go beforechand. He

m always precedes us in

-
every situation and »” A
’ \
4 \
every need. He i ;
] L S |
knows what we A Py
\ 7
have before we . Y

ask Him and  LLOYDOGILVIE
gives us the
courage for what He wants to

give even more than we want to

ask.” (LO)

@ ““Take my yolk upon you.’

Put your head in there
and let Me lead you.
I'll tell you when to
turn, but if you pull
away, you're going to
rub yourself raw in the

neck. But if you just

to recall the entire quote, you have a handy reference here.

keep pace with Me, I'll show you
the way, where to go, when to go,
what to say, what to do.” (LO)

@ “My pursuit of the Lord is to
walk with Him everyday wherev-
er, for as many steps and opening
that He draws me to until I feel
the warmth of His presence and
the confidence of His hand on
me.” (JH)

@ “There’s something far more

and that’s the break-

TE 5 We have provided below many of the key and significant quotes that we have heard these men say. These will

become the backbone of your discussion. We've listed them here for your convenience so when participants try

expression of authority, but it was
the Master issuing a mandate that
He is the Lord and He’s saying to
you right now this.” (JH)

@ “I don’t see a heart cry for
holiness. But without it, no one
will see God...people want God to
make Himself real without holi-

_ _ hess and they want revival

-

~

> without the require-
L Y :
iments of cleansing

lll and repenting.” (HB)

through of His presence, HENRY BLACRABY & < think of

His voice, just to hear Him say, ‘I
love you. I love you.”” (LC)

@ “You have to know His heart.

And so I spend a lot of time in
the Scriptures because God has
not hidden His heart from us. All
through the Old Testament, all
through the New, He really
reveals His heart.” (HB)

@ “The bottom line with God
is that the work of the kingdom
is relational and based on friend-

ship.” (WP)

@ “It has been at some of the
most difficult times in my life
when D've felt that God embraced
me.” (JP)

@ “And for just a moment I saw
Him not in any painting I ever
saw depicted, but leaning forward
on His throne, right like that, at

me and it was not a loveless

Paul’s encounter on the
Damascus road and as He repeats
that in Philippians. He said, ‘I
was apprehended.” That I may
know Him. That I may know
Him.” (JP)

@ “To pray without ceasing is
relational and practicing the pres-
ence of Jesus.” (LC)

@ “I think that if we were to
say whenever we reach a block
point we just haven’t looked on
His face. And it’s so moving, so
moving to me to think the times
that you just get up and you feel
as dry as a bone and it can be any
time, any circumstance, and to
simply closet yourself somewhere
even for a brief time and just say,
“Lord, I want to look on you,”
and allow the Holy Spirit to bring
a freshness of a view of His per-
son and it melts down, whatever
it is that needs thawing.” (JH)

NOTES:

T DID YOU HEAR?

ide to providing a biblical perspective and support for what might be said
is time.

@ Genesis 6:9 — “Noah was a righteous man, blameless in

his generation. Noah walked with God.”

@ Deuteronomy 10:12-13 — "And now, Israel, what does
the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD
your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul,
and to keep the commandments and statutes of the LORD,

which I am commanding you today for your good?”

© Micah 6:8 — “He has told you, O man, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice,
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”

@ Luke 10:27 — "You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with your entire mind, and your neighbor as

yourself."

@ Philippians 3:8-11 — “Indeed, I count everything as loss
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and
count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and
be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own
that comes from the law, but that which comes through
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends
on faith— that I may know him and the power of his res-
urrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him
in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the

resurrection from the dead.”

@ Jeremiah 9:23, 24 — “Thus says the LORD: "Let not
the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man
boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches,
but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands
and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices stead-

fast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in

these things I delight, declares the LORD.”

@ Matthew 11:29 — “Take my yoke upon you and learn
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will

find rest for your souls.”

@ Jeremiah 5:22 —“Do you not fear me?
declares the LORD. Do you not tremble

before me?”

@ Leviticus 19:2 “Speak to the entire
assembly of Israel and say to them: 'Be holy
because I, the LORD your God, am holy.’

v
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USSION QUESTIONS

elow are five questions that will create a lively debate and thought-provoking discussion. You won’t have
time for all of them. We suggest using three, but we feel you are in the best position to determine which are the most

appropriate questions for your group, taking into account their ages, spiritual maturity and familiarity with the Bible.

i. BREAK-THROUGH

Let’s pick up this idea of a “break-through”. Loren Cunningham used this expression; “a break-through
of His Presence”. He described it briefly: To break-through is to go to God immediately when you have a
problem, things are stalled, insecurities set in or even a person that has brought hurt or disappointment,
and respond with a prayer that expresses thanks and trust in Him for this challenge or problem...and then
let it go. That is what I believe he means by “breaking-through.”

A What are your thoughts on this term “breaking-through?”

A break-through into God’s presence also represents a restored sense of nearness or closeness to God
where we once again know His presence with us.

B. Have any of you had an experience like this and felt this break-through into a sense of peace with
God in the midst of a messy situation?

2. PREVENIENT

Let’s talk about that word “prevenient” which Dr. Ogilvie described as “Christ going beforehand.”
Think of a situation right now in your life.

A. How you would feel if you knew that God has gone ahead of you to prepare the situation and pre-

pare you for the situation?

B. What scripture comes to mind on this idea?

3. WALKING WITH JESUS

Our topic in this session is knowing Jesus and enjoying a daily walk with Him. We heard lots of terms;
trustworthy, prevenient, I'll be with you, breaking-through with Christ, knowing His heart, practicing His
presence and several others.

What terms or words would you add to these from personal experiences?

4. FRIENDSHIP WITH CHRIST

Winkie Pratney: have any of you heard of him before? He is quite a guy! He said that “the bottom line
with God is that the work of the Kingdom is relational and based upon friendship.”

A. Do you think that is correct?

B. What does that have to do with Jesus?

C. What does that have to do with my Christian friends?

D. What does that have to do with friends that aren’t yet familiar with Jesus?

5. HE 15 NO FOOL
I've looked ahead and know that we are going to get to know each of these men in some special ways. Dr.
John Perkins...he is a very charming and genuine person...but he has lived a very hard life.

It is strange about quotes, songs or sayings that become famous because of one person....but then when
said, sung or shared by someone else, the idea takes on a completely different meaning. Someone else can
sing a Beetle’s song, the president can quote someone else and athletes can recall famous quotes of others
champions. Wasn't it interesting that Dr. Perkins, a beaten, parentless prisoner in a Mississippi jail, used a
pretty well known line that Jim Elliott, a missionary martyr, said as a young student: It goes: “One is no
fool to give up what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.”

(Read it twice)

Has anyone ever heard that quote? What does that really mean to us?
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:'S-DIRECTION

E LEADER OF THIS GROUP

]

1
I had the privilege, along with 200 of my friends, to participate in the tap- |\

\

ing of this series at The Billy Graham Training Center at The _DAVE BUEHRING\\
Cove in Asheville, North Carolina. What a joy it was to see the culmination of over five
years of prayer, hard work and steps of obedience playing out right in front of my eyes! It was an
experience I will never forget, watching these godly men—with a combined 300=-plus years of walking
with God—interact with great humility while sharing seasoned wisdom. We all recognized that it was
an historic and strategic gathering as none of us could recall something quite like this happening
in our lifetimes.

From the very inception of this project, you and groups like yours were in our hearts and mindse.
Our desire was to capture on tape the ways of God learned by these "fathers"—including their mis-
steps and mistakes—to provide an opportunity for learning, conversation and applicatione As a group
leader, always prayerfully consider how to move your group from "hearing" to "doing"—aiming at real
life application.

Jesus reminds us in Matthew 5:24,25:

"Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built
his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock."

As you jump in to applying this opening session to the lives of your group participants, it is
important to recognize that each person may have a different, and even, unbiblical view of God. I've
believed for a long time that the image of God that you carry around in your heart and mind affects
the way you live your daily life. If your concept of God is not aligned biblically, it can skew every-
thing that you think and do. Listen well as people will reveal what they really believe about God—
then point them to the truths shared in this session and to the Scriptures as the source of getting to

know God for who He really is.

lay you know God's hand upon you, and your group, as you begin your journey together!

HE EYES OF MY HEART
aby explained his relationship with God as similar to that of his relationship with his wife. He
said it very simply and affectionately how he has lived and loved his wife for over 48 years: I spend time
with her and I am always wondering what is on her heart that I could do for her? In our walk with God,
how can this be so simple, yet we continue to miss out on a lot of joy and fulfillment. If next week each of
us committed to spending more time with our spouse, friend or family member, what specific things could

we do?
1.
2.
3.

So if we were to spend more time with God and learning what is on His heart that we could do, what

would that look like for us in this coming week? Let’s find a new time with God and listen and learn what

is on His heart that I could do?
1.

2.
3.

TICE POINT

D ackaby said that Christians tend to be conservative theologically, but often practical atheist. He

means that when it comes right down to daily living, we do not live out in our experience what we say we

believe.

This week. . .start watching for the moments when you're living like a committed disciple of Jesus and
the other times you found yourselves acting like God doesn’t exist?

Be honest. We all do. Do we pray every day expecting it to be answered? Keep track of those situations

in your journal next week and come prepared to talk a little about both.

L NOISS3S

Should be very interesting.

ine in advance whether your class time will allow a single closing prayer or the entire group

praying. This would be the time to ask for very specific prayer requests that directly affect each person’s life

or their families.

NG QUOTE

rist 1s prevenient. He always precedes us in every situation and every need. Could it be
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that He has already experienced this week and can’t wait to show Himself in it?



